Horsing around is serious business…..
In Coffs Harbour and surrounding areas many of our patients are of the equine variety. Since opening our new Coffs Harbour practice in late 2008 we have performed over 100 equine surgical procedures ranging from arthroscopy to specialist orthopaedic and reproductive surgeries.
Anyone that owns a horse or has had any involvement in horses knows that they can be an expensive and long term commitment. Therefore having a solid health and wellness program in place is crucial in ensuring the risk of illness is minimised. A good diet, regular worming, hoof maintenance, vaccinations, grooming, regular exercise and also dentistry are key components of a health and wellness program. 
To help our clients with their horse’s overall health and wellness Pacific Vetcare recently invested in the latest dental equipment and can now offer standard dental treatments for equine patients. Our newest team member Dr Blair Kennedy who started with us in August and one of our Practice Partners Dr David Johnson both have a keen interest in equine dentistry and will be able to perform routine equine dental treatments from either our Coffs Harbour clinic or at your property.
A good health and wellness program for your horse can also help your horse to recover from any surgical procedures that need to be performed. Also having surgical facilities closer to our patient’s home means disruption of their routine is kept to a minimum thereby reducing stress and increasing the chances of a strong recovery.
At Pacific Vetcare we have a number of veterinarians who have strong equine experience, including Dr David Johnson who was the Official Australian Team Veterinarian for the Australian Showjumping team that competed in Kentucky, USA at the World Equestrian Games in October 2010. His expertise and interest also extends to racehorses and lameness cases. Dr Kelly Griffin is highly experienced in equine anaesthetics; she previously worked at a large equine veterinary practice in the Hunter Valley and manages the anaesthetics for our equine patients during their surgery at our practice. Dr Merrilyn Fitzgerald manages the Equine Reproduction Unit of Pacific Vetcare so during the breeding season she is a very busy veterinarian but in the off season you will find her out competing in showjumping competitions on her own horses. 
As well as helping our clients to develop a health and wellness program for their horses, we can also offer other equine services including x-ray, ultrasound, endoscopy, pre-purchase examinations and emergency care.  
